Activities This Week 


SUN 21st 


10am - 1 lam 


Worship Service 


WED 24th 


Chrisfmos Eve 7pm 


Christmas service - Carols 
and Children's nativity 


Tl_l 1 1 D 0 C+h 

1 HUK 


Chrisfmos Doy 9am 




Sun 


10am - 1 lam 


Worship Service 



Merry Christmas to all 

The op shop and Frilly's will be closed over Christmas and 
New Year's. Both will reopen on the 10^^ of January 2015. 



ROSTER 


21 December 


28**^ December 


4**^ January 


Worship Leader 


Fiona 


Basil 


Basil 


Kerygma 


Elizabeth + 
Basil 






Door Steward 


Vacant 


Vacant 


Vacant 


Morning Tea 


Vacant 


Vacant 


Vacant 


Counting 


Vacant 


Vacant 


Vacant 


Op Shop (Friday) 




Closed 


Closed 


Op Shop 
(Saturday) 


Yvette, Kay 


Closed 


Closed 


Frilly's Team 


Gai's Crew 


Closed 


Closed 


TAAP Swap Table 


Cindy 


Closed 


Closed 



Nightcliff Uniting News 

21'^ December 2014 



Welcome to Nightcliff Uniting Church 

Worship^ Frilly's, Op Shop, the Mulch Pit 
Spaciousness, Connectivity, Hospitality, Discernment, Sustainability 



Advent 4 




We are invited to recognize 
that the God who did not 
want a structural house has 
chosen to live in humankind, 
exercising steadfast love. 




Times 

Sunday Sam - Bahasa 

Sunday lOann - English 

-Taize Candlelight -1st Sunday of 
the nnonth 7:30pm 



Readings 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:46b-55 

or 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 



NIGHTCLIFF UNITING CHURCH 
Address: 21 Cummins St, Nightcliff 
Postal Address: PO Box 1047, Nightcliff, 
NT 0814 

Minister: Rev. Basil Schild 
(0421378907 or 89855700) 
basil.schild(g) ns.uca.org.au 
Newsletter Editor: 
nucnewseditor@qmail.com 
Website: 

http://niqhtcliffunitinqchurch.orq 



qiAxyte/oorvier 
"You will be punished for 
your anger; you will be 
punished by your anger." 
-Buddha 



SPIRIT SIGHTINGS 



Spirit Sightings are intended to lift up international news stories and current events, linking 
these to the lectionary passages for each Sunday. 

From Ray Mcginnis - Great reversals 

In July, a church in Chicago received a real estate windfall of 
$1,600,000. In early November, the senior pastor, the Rev. Laura 
Truax, let those attending the La Salle Street Church know that the 
church was giving them each $500. Back in 1979, the church had 
helped begin a low-income residence along with three other churches 
and a private developer. Over the years the property had grown in 
value. It was time for the property to be redeveloped to accommodate 
more low-income families. This would involve a larger development. As 
a result, the current primary developer wanted to sell the property. La 
Salle Street Church was one of the beneficiaries of the windfall of 
money from the sale of the property to the new developer, who wanted 
to take on the larger emerging project. On that first Sunday in 
November, those at the worship service were each invited to take a 
cheque for $500 and to think about what it means to bring good news to 
the world. Then they were invited to do something with the money not 
to harm, but to help move the world along. Church members are 
meeting into the new year to prayerfully determine what they will do 
with the remaining $1,440,000. Some church members have talked 
about pooling their funds among maybe 40 or 50 people to establish a 
fund to help people in need or to provide no-interest loans. Others 
wanted to establish emergency relief programs. Some gave to those 
helping to deal with the Ebola epidemic in West Africa. One woman 
wrote on the church's blog how full of angst she was now that she had 
to decide what to do with the money. The woman admitted she never 
liked dealing with finances and left all those decisions in her life to her 
husband. News of the La Salle Street Church's novel decision led one 
woman in Oklahoma to make her own donation of $500 to the ministry 
at the Chicago church. 

Prayer links... 

God of reversals, we are a people of habit and routine. So often we are 
mired in what we expect and we forget to expect the unexpected. 
Shake us up that we may imagine shifts in how we live that are signs of 
love and grace for your church and the world. In Christ we pray. Amen. 



Christmas Bowl 2014 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Focus: The Struggle for Indigenous Rights in the Philippines 

The Christmas Bowl is a program of Act for Peace, the international aid agency of the 
National Council of Churches in Australia and supports program such as that of the 
National Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP), to maintain the hope and 
dignity of indigenous communities and to restore their rights and freedoms. NCCP do 
this by educating Indigenous people on their rights, training local leaders and 
engaging grassroots organisations to monitor and report on human rights violations. 
Your gifts help to bring hope and empower local communities to take action against 
their loss of land and livelihoods. Envelopes are available at the door and on the 
notice board. You may send the donation direct to the organisation (on line or by 
post) or through Nightcliff Uniting Church. Your contribution in Xmas Bowl envelopes 
through NUC can be made during offering time till the second week of January 2015. 



Christmas Services 



- Christmas Eve 7pm (Including 
Carols and Children's Nativity) 

-Christmas Day 9am 



Advent Gifts 

During advent this year we will again be 
collecting gifts to share with Larrakia 
Nation's HEAL outreach program on 
Christmas Day. Children will wrap gifts as 
part of the Sunday morning activities 
throughout December and beginning on 
the first Sunday in Advent the 30th 
November. If you are able to bring a small 
gift/s on a Sunday morning during Advent 
that would be wonderful. 



PRAYER POINTS 

o We pray for the peoples of Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Israel and Palestine 
o We pray for those in our community who are not well, and for their 

families; Ron and Jo Brandt, Wendy Eccleston, Deanne Roberts, Flo 

Nicholl's Son-in Law Simon Taylor, Elizabeth Wurrulnga & Rev Ronang. 
o We pray for the wellbeing of the communities of Milingimbi & 

Ramingining & for all our indigenous brothers and sisters, 
o We pray for Flo Nicholl's 4 year old great-grandson Ethan, for his 

wellbeing, growth and happiness, 
o We pray Shirley Downing's 16yo grandson, Ryan Palmer. 



NUC Offerings during Holiday Season 

Your regular free will offering can be 
made by cash, cheque or EFT. 
Bank details for EFT 

Bank: Uniting Financial Services 
BSB: 634-634 

Account Number: 100039619 
Account Name: UCA Congregations 
Agent No: 9 

Transaction Description: NUC 9 [Your 
name] 

Please indicate Agent Number and your 
name as Transaction description for the 
Synod office to allocate the deposit 
correctly to NUC. 



